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Media Release 

16 September 2009

GM Debate at the Adelaide Showground Farmers Market

The Adelaide Showground Farmers Market will host a GM debate on Sunday 11 October at 11am on site in the Market’s Demo Kitchen, Leader St, Goodwood. 

Take note of what the experts have to say, as they discuss this important issue. 

Speakers will be Professor Mark Tester, plant scientist and Dr Judy Carman, advocate for thorough safety testing of GM crops,
Hear Dr Carman’s evidence about inadequate safety testing and labelling.

Listen to Professor Tester describe his own research in which he applies GM technologies and explain how GM crops might contribute to sustainable and safe agriculture. 

Professor Tester and Dr Carman will be available to take questions from the Market audience at the end of the session. The session will be moderated by freelance writer and food and wine editor of SA Life Magazine, David Sly.

About the speakers:

Dr Judy Carman is a nutritional biochemist, epidemiologist, and  Director, Institute of Health and Environmental Research Inc. 

“Australians are eating GM foods that have not undergone any human or animal feeding studies.  Long-term studies that measure outcomes that are actually relevant to human health, conducted by researchers independent of GM crop companies, and published for all to see, should be required before GM crops come into the human food supply.  Yet these studies do not exist for most GM foods.  Furthermore, our GM food labelling laws are inadequate and are not being enforced, leaving Australians with little choice but to eat GM foods, whether they want to or not.” 
Professor Mark Tester is a Research Professor at the Australian Centre for Plant Functional Genomics (ACPFG), at the University of Adelaide. 

“GM provides a valuable tool for increasing crop productivity through, for example, improving tolerance to drought and salinity. A fundamental concern for those wishing to deploy this technology is that opponents of the current applications of the new GM are opposed to the entire technology. However, the applications of the new GM are so diverse that it is inappropriate to make such generalisations. Further, a consequence of this generalised opposition to GM by rich Westerners is that one of the potentially useful tools in the urgent quest to improve food production is being denied to those undoubtedly in need in developing countries."
As more regional shires of Western Australia declare themselves to be GM free, the question that should be asked is whether consumers want GM technology in their food chain. 

For further information on the debate contact:

Dr Judy Carman   judycarman@ozemail.com.au
0408 480 944
Professor Mark Tester   mark.tester@acpfg.com.au
     0423 784428
Zannie Flanagan, Adelaide Showground Farmers Market   zannie@asfm.org.au   0415 162 037

